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Brief Bio

Directs the Gifted Education program and Great Plains Center for Gifted Studies at 
Emporia State University. 

Taught diverse PreK-12 gifted learners in the Wichita Public Schools, served as KGTC 
Historian, and chaired the 2016 Kansas State Department of Education Gifted 
Standards Revision Committee. 

Served as an inaugural member of the National Association for Gifted Children 
Standards Committee and volunteers in accreditation reviews for the Council of the 
Accreditation of Educator Preparation. 

Research interests include creativity, diverse gifted learners, social/emotional 
issues, curricular differentiation, supporting parent groups, and globalization.

Sabbatical 2019 research in gifted centers in France, Germany, and Switzerland; 
visits in Denmark, Belgium, Luxembourg; and gifted conferences in Germany, 
Croatia, and Slovenia.
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https://www.emporia.edu/teach/elecse/personnel/phelps.html


Session Purpose

Professional gifted standards form the backbone of identification, 
instructional, and evaluative practices for diverse PreK-12 gifted 

learners. 

Where do we find professional standards? 
How do we apply them to diverse gifted learners? 

This session examines national and state 
professional gifted standards for best practices that 

effectively support diverse gifted learners.  
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National Standards 
Gifted Education Professional Preparation Standards

 Council for Exceptional Children – Talented & Gifted (CEC-TAG)

 National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC-CAEP)

 Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP)
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https://www.cec.sped.org/Policy-and-Advocacy/Current-Sped-Gifted-Issues/Gifted-and-Talented
https://www.cec.sped.org/Standards/Gifted-Education-Professional-Preparation-Standards
http://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/national-standards-gifted-and-talented-education
http://caepnet.org/accreditation/caep-accreditation/spa-standards-and-report-forms/nagc-cec


Gifted Education Professional 
Preparation Standards (Teacher Outcomes)

Initial Standards
1. Learner Development & 

Individual Learning 
Differences

2. Learning Environments

3. Curricular Content Knowledge

4. Assessment

5. Instructional Planning & 
Strategies

6. Professional Learning & 
Ethical Practice

7. Collaboration

Advanced Standards
1. Assessment

2. Curricular Content Knowledge

3. Programs, Services & Outcomes

4. Research & Inquiry

5. Leadership & Policy

6. Professional & Ethical Practice

7. Collaboration
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http://www.nagc.org/sites/default/files/standards/NAGC-%20CEC%20CAEP%20standards%20(2013%20final).pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/national-standards-gifted-and-talented-education/advanced-standards


State Professional Gifted Standards
Division of Learning Services (DLS)

Standard 1 Learning Development &  
Individual Learning Differences

Standard 2 Learning Environments

Standard 3 Curricular Content &  Instructional 
Planning

Standard 4 Assessment

Standard 5 Professional Learning & Ethical 
Practice

Standard 6 Communication % Collaboration

Department of Elementary & 
Secondary Education (DESE)

 NAGC Standards

 Certification Matrices
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https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/TLA/Program%20Standards/Gifted%20Standards%2004192016.pdf
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/Program%20Guidelines%202018-2019.pdf


NAGC PreK-12 Programming Standards 
(Student Outcomes)

1. Learning and Development

2. Assessment

3. Curriculum & Instruction

4. Learning Environments

5. Programming

6. Professional Development
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https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/national-standards-gifted-and-talented-education/pre-k-grade-12


KGTC Region 6/GAM District 7 Cottey College

8

https://www.cec.sped.org/Special-Ed-Topics/Specialty-Areas/Gifted/Understanding-Underrepresentation


Percentage of Gifted Population 
From Selected Subpopulations (NRCGE, 2018, p. 6)

State 1 State 2 State 3

% of Gifted FRPL-eligible 28.5% 30.2% 42.4% 

% of Gifted African American 9.1% 2.5% 8.8% 

% of Gifted Hispanic 7.3% 21.2% 26.6% 

% of Gifted EL 3.8% 14.4% 13.9% 

% of Gifted White 73.0% 66.5% 53.9% 

% of Gifted Asian 6.0% 5.3% 6.6%
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https://ncrge.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/982/2018/06/NCRGE-EL-Report-1.pdf


 Adopt Universal Screen Procedures

 Create Alternative Pathways to Identification

 Establish a Web of Communication

 View Professional Development as a Lever for Change
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https://ncrge.uconn.edu/el-tips/


Professional Learning Experiences
Culturally Responsive Equity-Based Bill of Rights for Gifted Students
Ford, Dickson, Davis, Trotman Scott, & Grantham (2018)

Identifying and Serving Traditionally Underrepresented Gifted Studies: Guidance 
for Missouri School Districts DESE (2016)

Javits-Frasier Scholar
Application due May 9, 2019 

International Centre for Innovation in Education (ICIE) 
Prairie View, TX
July 16-19, 2019
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https://emporia-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cphelps_emporia_edu/Documents/00%20KGTC/Region%206/April%202019/Standards/gifted_students_of_color_bill_of_rights__2018___1_.pdf
https://emporia-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cphelps_emporia_edu/Documents/00%20KGTC/Region%206/April%202019/qs-Gifted-Underrepresented-Gifted-Students-2016.pdf
http://www.nagc.org/about-nagc/nagc-awards-scholarships/javits-frasier-scholars-program
http://www.icieconference.net/


Summary

Professional Gifted Standards
 Provide framework for educational experiences.

 Professional Educator Standards (Teachers)

 Professional Programming Standards (Students)

 National standards inform state standards.

 Professional standards provide catalyst for 
change. 

Diverse PreK-12 Gifted Learners
 2016 KSDE Standards for Educators of 

Gifted included diversity as primary 
change. 

 Research-based best practices counter 
perceptions of elitism in Gifted 
Education.

 Ongoing professional learning needed 
identify and provide effective services 
for diverse learners. 
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